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Abstract In the majority of modern Chinese botanical literature, either Fentiao'er Cai, a 
Chinese name first appearing in Chiu Huang Pén Ts’ao, or Feijin Cao, a Chinese name first 
appearing in Chi-wu-ming-shi-t'u-K'ao, or both, have been used as the Chinese generic name 
of Aletris (Liliaceae). A comprehensive analysis of the descriptions, accompanying figures, 
morphology and geographical distribution of Fentiao'er Cai and Feijin Cao given in ancient 
Chinese literature and modern taxonomic literature has shown that Fentiao'er Cai should be 
Scorzonera albicaulis (Compositae), not Aletris japonica Lamb. (=A. spicata) as first 
proposed by Japanese botanists and then followed by most of the Chinese researchers, and 
that Feijin Cao should be Aletris scopulorum, not A. spicata. 

Key words  Fentiao'er Cai (Scorzonera albicaulis), Feijin Cao (Aletris scopulorum), 
botanical identification, Chinese ancient literature. 
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O1 00 D ם‎ 02 
Fig. 1. Illustration of Fentiao'er Cai from Chiu Huang Fig. 2. Illustration of Fentiao'er Cai from Yeh-ts'ai 
Pen Ts'ao. Po-lu. 
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3 ה ה ה‎ 4 
Fig. 3. Illustration of Fentiao'er Cai from Chi-wu-ming Fig, 4. Illustration of Feijin Cao from Chi-wu-ming-shi- 
shi-t’u-k’ao. t'u-k'ao. 
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OQ OQ Scorzonera albicaulis Bunge ( 
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Fig. 5. Scorzonera albicaulis Bunge, from 
“Iconographia Cormophytorum Sinicorum" 4: 674. 
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[] 6 Aletris spicata (Thunb.)Franch([] ה‎ 0 
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Fig. 6. Aletris spicata (Thunb.) Franch from “Iconographia 


Cormophytorum Sinicorum” 5: 532. 
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Fig. 7. Aletris scopulorum Dunn from “Flora 


Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae” 15: 179. 
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